M
Math Skills Laboratory @

MATH ACTIVITIES
Activity 1: Using Power-of-ten Numbers in Fluid Rate Problems
Activity 2: Solving Fluid Rate Problems

MATH SKILLS LAB OBJECTIVES

When you complete these activities, you should be able to do the
JSollowing:
1. Use power-of-ten notation, where appropriate, to express large
numbers in _fluid rate problems. Multiply and divide numbers in
power-of-ten notation.

2. Given the equation for volume-flow rate, Q, = Y4, rearrange the
equation to isolate V or t. Solve for volume-flow rate (Q,),
volume (V), or elapsed time (t).

3. Given the equation for mass-flow rate, Q,, = "/, rearrange the
equation to isolate m or t. Solve for mass-flow rate (Q,,), mass
(m) or elapsed time (t).

4. Substitute appropriate numerical values and units in _fluid rate
equations. Solve the equations for the unknown variable.

LEARNING PATH

1. Read the Math Skills Lab. Give particular attention to the
Math Skills Lab Objectives.

2. Study the examples.
3. Work the problems for Activities 1 and 2.

-
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ACTIVITY 1:
Using Power-of-ten Numbers in Fluid Rate Problems

EQUIPMENT
For this activity, you'll need a hand calculator.

This activity will give you practice in rearranging equations to isolate a symbol. It also provides
practice in multiplying and dividing numbers expressed in power-of-ten notation. Examples A and B
demonstrate how power-of-ten numbers can be used to simplify calculations in problems that involve
large numbers.

Example A: Volume-flow Rate ‘of a Supertanker Pump

Given: A supertanker loaded with 1.5 x 10° gallons of crude oil is to unload at an offshore discharge buoy.
The ship’s pumps can discharge the oil in 30 hours.

Find: The volume-flow rate of crude oil through the discharge pipeline in gallons per minute.
Volume of fluid moved
Solution: Step 1: Volume-flow rate = -
Time of movement
\4
In symbols: Qy = S

volume-flow rate (gal/min, ft¥sec, liters/sec, m3/sec)
fluid volume moved (gal, ft°, liters, m°)
t elapsed time of movement (hr, min, sec)

Step 2: Start with the basic equation. Identify the known values.

where: Qy
\Y%

Qy = v where: V = 1.5 x 10° gal of crude oil
VTt t = 30 hr = 1800 min = 1.8 X 10° min
1.5 x 10° gal

Qv = 1.8 x 10° min

Reminder: To divide power-of-ten numbers, the first factors of each number (1.5 and 1.8) are divided
as usual. The exponents of 10 (6 and 3) are subtracted algebraically. The result is the
quotient of the first two factors times (X) a power of ten, as follows:

1.5 e-3) gal
Step 3: =|— x 10 ==
P Qv [ 1.8 ] min
Qy = 0.833 x 10° gal/min
Qv = 833 gal/min

Example B: Volume of Fluid Moved by a Supertanker Pump

Given: The buoy attendant who unloads supertankers knows that a pump can unload tankers at a rate of
800 gal/min. His flowmeter breaks during the unloading of a tanker. He knows it took 20 hours to
unload.

Find: The number of gallons of oil pumped into storage tanks.

Solution: Find the volume (V, number of gallons) of oil pumped.

Step 1: The volume-flow rate equation is:
\Y%
Qv =

Since the unknown we want to solve for is V, first rearrange the equation to isolate V.
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Step 2: Isolate V by multiplying both sides by t.

\Y
Qu Xt = \—& X & (The variable t cancels on the right side.)

Step 3: Rewrite the equation with t on the right side removed.

Qv Xt=1V (V is isolated.)

Step 4: Reverse the order of the equation so that V is on the left. V has been isolated. Now solve.

V=QyXxt

where: Qv 800 gal/min, or 8 x 10% gal/min

20 hr = 1.2 x 10° min

Substitute numerical values for Qy and t in the equation, V = Qy X t.
V = (8 x 10% gal/min) x (1.2 X 10° min.)

Reminder: To multiply power-of-ten numbers, the first factors of each number (8 and 1.2) are

S

multiplied as usual. The exponents of 10 (2 and 3) are added algebraically. The result is a
product of the first two factors times (X) a power of 10.

[(8>< 1.2) x 10‘2*3’] [lf:;x fmn]

9.6 x 10° gal (or 960,000 gal) of oil stored in 20 hours

tep 5: \Y
\'%

PRACTICE EXERCISES FOR ACTIVITY 1

Problem 1:

Problem 2:

Student Challenge

Problem 3:

A supertanker carries 1.8 x 10° gallons of crude oil. The oil is unloaded at an offshore
discharge buoy in 35 hours. Find the volume-flow rate (Q,) in gallons per minute. (Hint:
Use the equation, Qy = V4. Use power-of-ten notation.)

A supertanker unloads oil at the rate of 850 gallons per minute. It takes 25 hours to
unload. How many gallons of oil are unloaded in 25 hours? (Hint: Start with the equation
Q, = /. Isolate the symbol, “V.” Then solve for volume [V] in gallons. Use power-of-ten
notation.)

A supertanker unloads 2.0 x 10° gallons of crude oil at a rate of 800 gal/min. How long
does it take to unload the tanker—in hours? (Hint: Start with the equation Qy = YA. Isolate
the symbol, “t.” Solve for time [t] in minutes. Convert minutes to hours. Use power-of-ten
notation.)

Activity 2: Solving Fluid-rate Problems

EQUIPMENT

For this activity, you'll need a hand calculator.

In this activity, you'll solve fluid-rate problems that involve both a volume-flow rate and a mass-flow

rate. The equation for volume-flow rate is:

Volume of Fluid Moved

Volume-flow Rate = Equation 1

Time of Movement
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or, in symbol form:

Qv = T Equation 2

volume-flow rate (gal/min, ft% min, liters’ min, m? sec)
volume of fluid moved (gal, ft°, liters, m®)
time of movement (hours, minutes, seconds)

where: Qy
\Y%
t

The equation for mass-flow rate is:
Mass of Fluid Moved
Time of Movement

Mass-flow Rate

Equation 3

or, in symbol form:

O

m
T Equation 4

where: Q,
m
t

mass-flow rate (kg/min, gm/sec)
mass (kg, gm)
time of movement (hours, minutes, seconds)

PRACTICE EXERCISES FOR ACTIVITY 2

Use either Equation 2 or 4 to solve the following problems:

Problem 4: Given: The hydraulic control pump on a construction bucket

loader pumps

3.6 x 10° liters of fluid through the closed system during a 10-hour work period

at a constant pressure.

Find: The pump’s volume-flow rate in liters per minute. (Hint: Use Equation 2. Use

power-of-ten notation. Be careful with units.)
Solution:

Problem 5: Given: A propane tank used to supply propane gas to a boiler will empty 250 kg of fuel

into the boiler firebox in 8 hr.

Find: The mass-flow rate of the gas between the tank and boiler, in kg/hr.

Solution:

Problem 6: Given: An air motor used to operate a stirrer that blends chemical dyes uses air at a

rate of 168 kg/hr.

Find: The air mass consumed (used) by the air motor in 5 minutes of operation. (Hint:
Isolate “m” in the equation Q, = ™t Convert 5 minutes to hours.
substitute numbers in the rearranged equation with “m” isolated, and solve for

“‘m” in kg.)
Solution:

46  Principles of Technology

© 2012, CORD



Student Challenge

Problem 7:

Problem 8:

Given:

Find:

Solution:

Given:

Find:

Solution:

For health reasons, air-conditioning is designed to circulate or exchange air in a
room every 6 to 10 minutes. An air conditioner with a mass-flow rate of
14.6 kg/min circulates
the air in a classroom of size 6 m x 6 m x 2.5 m (about 20 ft x 20 ft x 8 ft). The
room holds 116.8 kg of air. Dry air at 20°C (68°F) has a mass of 1.2 kg per m°.
Does this air conditioner meet the design requirement
to exchange the mass of air in the room every 6 to 10 minutes? (Hint: Isolate “t”
in the fluid rate equation, Q,, = "#&. Then solve for t.)

An air compressor is rated at “210 cfm, free air.” The symbol, “cfm,” means
“cubic feet per minute.” The words “free air” mean air at atmospheric pressure.
The air compressor operates by taking in air and compressing it to higher
pressures.

The mass of air taken in and compressed by the air compressor while operating
for one hour at its rated value. (Hint: One cubic foot of air has a mass of
80.5x 10 Ib or 3.6 x 107 kg.) '

Subunit 2: Rate in Fluid Systems 47

© 2012, CORD





